NOTICE OF
PRIVACY
PRACTICES

Notice of Privacy Practices for
Protected Health Information

This notice describes how medical

information about you may be used and
disclosed and how you can get access

to this information. Please review it
carefully.

This office is required by a federal regulation, known as
the HIPAA Privacy Rule, 1o maintain the privacy of your
health information and (o provide you with notice of its
legal duties and privacy practices, This office will niot use
or disclose your health information except as described in
this Notice.

The office is permitted by federal privacy laws to make uses
and disclosures of your health information for purposes of
treatment, payment and health care operations. Protected
health information is the information we create and obtain
in providing our services to you. The health information
about you is documented in a medical record and on a
computer. Such information may include documenting
youw symptoms, medical history, examination and test
results, diagnoses, freatment, and applying for future care
or weatment. It also includes billing dociments for those
services.

Ways in Which We May Use and
Disclose Your Protected
Health Information:

The following paragraphs describe different ways that we
use and disclose your protected health information. We have
provided an example for each category, but these examples
ars not meant to be exhanstive. We assure you that all of
the ways we are permitted to use and disclose your health
information fall within one of these categories.

Treatment, We will use and disclose your protected health
information to provide, coordinate, or manage your bealth
care and any related services. We will also disclose your
kealth information to other physicians who may be treating
you. Additionally we mmay from time to time disclose your
health information to another physician who we have
requested o be invelved in your care. For example — we
would disclose your health information fo a specialist to
whom we have referred you for 2 dizgnosis to help in your
treatmsent,

Poypment. We will use and disclose your protected health
information to cbtain payment for the health care services
we provide you. For example — we may include information
with a bill to a third-party payer that identifies you, your
diagnosis, procedures performed, and supplies used in
rendering the service, s

Health Core Opergligns. We will use and disclose your
protected health information to supporr the business
activities of our practics. For example — we may use medical
information about you t¢=eview and evaluate Gor treatment

- and services or to evaluate our staff's performance while

cating for you. In addition, we may disclose your health
information to third party business associates who perform
billing, consulting, or transcription services for our practica,

Other Disclosures and Uses We
Can Make Without Your Written
Authorization

Notification of Family/Friends Unless you object, we
may use or disclose your protected beslth information to
votify, or assist in notifying, a family member, personal
representative, or other person responsible for your care,
about your location, and about your gemeral condition, or
your death.

Commupication with Family/Friends. Using our best
Jjudgment, we may disclose to a family member, other
relative, close personal friend, or any other person you
identdfy, health information relevant to that persen’s
involvement in your care or in payment for such ¢are if you
do not cbject or in an emergency.

Disgster, Relief. We may vse and disclose your health
information to assist in disaster relief efforts.

Employers. We may release health information about you to
vour employer if we provide health care services to you at
the request of your employer, and the health care sarvices are
provided either to conduct an evalnation relating to medical
surveillanes of the workplace or to evaluate whether you have
a worlc-related flness or injury. In such circumstanees, we
will give you written notice of such release of information to
your employer. Any other disclosures to your employer will be
made only if you execute an authosizatien for the release of that
information to your employer,

Deceased Persons. We may disclose your health information
to funeral directors, medical examiners, or coronexs consistent
with applicable law to allow them to carry out their duties. This
may be necessary, for example, to identify a deceased person
or determine the cause of death, We may also release health
information about patients to funeral directors as necessary for
them te carry out their duiies.

QOrean Procureseent Oreanizations, Consistent with applicable

law, we may disclose your health information to organ
procurement organizations or other entities engaged in the
procurement, banking, or transplantation of organs for the
purpose of tissue donation and transplant,

Appointment Reminders, Marketing _and _Treatment
~Alfgrnatives, We may contact yon to -provide you with

appointment reminders, with information about ireatment

alternatives, or with inforrpation sbout other health-related

benefits and services that may be of interest to you, We may

also encourage you to purchase a product or service when we
wsee-you. . We will not disclose your health information without
“ your wristen anthorization.

d rug Administrafion . We may disclose to
the FDA your health information relating to adverse events with
respect to food, supplements, products and product defects,
ar post-marketing surveillance inforrmation to enable product
tecalls, repairs, or replacements.
rkers’ Compensation, If you are seeking compensation

through Workers” Compensation, we may disclose your health
information to the extent necessary to comply with laws relating
to Workers” Compensation.

FPublic Health. As required by law, we may disclose your health
information to public health or legal authorities charged with
preventing or controlling disease, infury, or isability; to report
reactions to medications or problems with products; to notify
people of recalls; to notify a person who may have been exposed
to a disease or who is at risk for contracting or spreading a
disease or condition.

ge, i mertic Viplence. We may disclose yous
health information to public aathorities as allowed by law to
report abuse, neglect, or domestic violence.
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